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In Nov(-^rt)er^ 107S, fiL your d.i rect.Lon, we uiKlertoolc to 
rovif'w t'ind Jjivestiqate varioiit; matters pertaiiiing to Dr. Martin 
!jn»*>v‘r King. r»|AX!.lt Icaily, vve sotiqht ho detormiae vvihieLlier tlie 
1‘ivr iMrassecl or o irunLlited otlier iUcH-jal or .imf)roper acts 
aria Inst Or. Kinq tluriny his l.i.Io, and v^4^^etheJr the FDI was 
.iniplicabed in lus cleathi. Impli.cj L in tixi.s reviciw was rin of tort 
to dotormine v;hether the investigation of King's death 

was llic'rouqh and Vionest, or whether it was tiiinted l.y the t?rirlier 
ef'Torln to cUrx^rvylit King as discussed bcriow-Co') 



In cjonduc Thing our revibw^ we j:e3.ied primarily \ipori the 
Martin huther K.lng files at Uie T‘TU hecKlquarUirs in WashincjLon. 
These files are voluminous, and we were unable to review theni^/ 
all. 1/ We reviewed none of the files in Atlanta or MenpKls,^ 
and \ve did not undertake a progrciia of intcervi owing key witnesses. 
We dJ.d r.x)operate with thie staff of t)ie Senate S»elect Oarranittee 
on Intelligence, arxT they with us, and we have recently had the 
benefit of .see inn the t.irdings rUKi conclusions in their upcoming 
rerjort:. (In goneoji, ihey confirm our own views independently 
curriv'-^l rit.) f'-O 




’V\sed upon f.bis .^j:elec:tlve review, we have found that the 
Fnr undertook n .sy.stematic pro(jrriTn of harassiifcint of Martin Luther 
Kincf, by means tvnth lecjal and ill(:fgal, in order to discredit him 
cinrl lvirm both him ruid tiie move?rient he l.od. 



^ \i?e have not found a tosi.s to telicve that the FBI .in any 

way cai\sf?t:l the death of Martin Luther King, (u) 
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1/ the ntt!cir^< i:kfnor*')rv!iii!t, Mm.pliy Lo inger, H.u:f'h II, 1D76, 5' 

{;v»ger» ? and 3, (V^r t ':',cr''pt if 'n td tiles rcvi«.w»'<t. IV’ 
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Prosc.\.ro Li on t*ot:c*n t ^ o 1 



ucon t.>ur presf^nt level of kllcn^»lG^lgG , nost if not 
nil of. t-JiM otficiais ^v^lO iJcirtic'iixHted La the King case at a 
dt'cisxoji-nvikjj'.g level are as follows: 

J.) J. lilgar Hoovxu:, Director (deceased) 

2) ‘ Cl^de Tolson, Associate Director (deceased) 

3) Alan Belmont, Assistant to the Director (retired.) 

• 1 ) Cartha DoLoticJi, Assistant Director (reixred) 




5) 

C) 



7) 

3) 



Courtney Ev'ens, Assistant Director (rel.ired) 

WjJ.liam Sullivan, AGsistant Dircjctor (retiied) 

James LO.and, Chief/ Subversive Control ScKrtion (retired) 
Josep’n A. Sizoo/ Assistant to the TVssistant OirecLcr (retired) 



9) Fred J. Pauirnazdncr, Chief, Internal Security Section (retiired) 

The ore^anaes of r.Grr'rande. among tl\ese iron aivl ott-co:.-, co*a3.d 
ostablrsh tne oxir^tence of wi concert of action in u'^iich r-'ich 
porticrpetv :3. of the briafi ans o^' Congressmen, 'rcnators, Mvlta 

pAcSS, d:ri oc^x'rs wtjj:e handl.r<' by CacCn-? SeLoeon. 

V/riiiO;n SuLliva'' ^pparerit^v conceive'^ cs'r:} executed tno rv^iiir. 3 ’ cf 
tile rayros • 1 * • triiy?- to Dr. Kino, ^rovos.'vxl arc) aopi*ov€d mic:c,''p)ior!'e 
sun^ei lf.a»x-^s t-o q.^ther in.toriTv:t:op to be uSs.J kTainst KJr.a, an.i 
was ociive i-i r>»lK.vv Ccinteicn:o~Lv^x> activiU.es. Delrro'^:t/ Blard, 

Sizoo, arJ P..rT!rg:=»i*dfKir rv)r:icii.ciiix] recjularj.y in prcclucbicr tiva 
various .internal n:ofya*.araa, lie ivouAi have* to hriow nr>re abpiit these 
Ti»on*s actual rcles in the iiuree.u’s effort in order to esrahnats their 
ojlpt'bi lity. Courtney ir.vans -ipponrs rnore as .an nonest broker: 
h)C*'b..r>rn rionvor AttojTv.rv G.Ti.i'ral KerL*;cciy than as a prirc.'Lpal , 
a.l though bi.s actual role ‘.^oaU have to be €':ca.MLir.cd further to be 
undors tood . j 



The files reveal tJiat Hc>v./er and tius relatively group 

of R»iro-\u 0'!f icirils injrie ^no critical decisions aixi authcrizsd tlie 
critical .-•rtiorfi* wliich n i-:acutccl hy 3 core of v.v'l.L-tra.inod 

anci discipl r-g^ar.c. ve rot aLtcri*ol.'.d to idf'ntify oa.ch 



agent vljo rxirl '.ci;javcd at vi*e ej rtctLan of Iko: 
assess vAeirhv^r f.hey have or i:GtM:(:j 



calp£±)ility oc c\K;:orrjra zo ten 
for furtlver :cLsctr..sion cn dii*: 



jil (iiGcipline. 

rA.>ipt. ) 



fqujLTt'u.s, nor v.o 
, aixl if not, their 
(See K.eco;aTier>daticns 










ion ^ al d l>.' trc-c»LcJ in a sensctiori..LL fashion if "leaked" 

^ Oie pubJ K-, n.-Of--«.ura1 --i/ifcyjua nis would have to bo caroffully 

s^iy, it would 1-x:' highly improper if this 
the files resulted in a conpromise of privaev 
which the eflort v;.is designed to insure. 

E) 

<-rv^v priiicj rials, w have not identified agents w^io 

^ir oi'wd?,- King, or the extant of 

^ ii opinion, the P'UI should bo dircjcted 

a^w:rV ^ to you its findings 

and Li^-' ' ' ooLiui pror>c-s'jd or taken. Tlie Task Force 

infomvition it discovers 
' to Ijie FBI for aiipropriate 

. _ ■ ‘ ’■'^* ou.. of .ico and the Buireau wtiuld, of course, c^so 
tiie -o oipsult tJie Task Force and Coiuiii tl GO concerning 
the discipline issue gcnoralJy or on a case-by-case basist^ \ ' 

F) Po tentia l Rdnc-x.1i.al Action '• . 

• ' • t ^ , 

of our conclusion that the FBI 
violated Or. King's fed orally -protected right?; that 

««t death and retir«ne.-it 

i -hvtive discn, Unary action; a.xl that the net^ guideli.n«s 
j kj.n^ Oa. die (juesfcion 

-'? has an obl igation to make ?.nv ifur^^v^- 

The quoscion Is o.s-e.-Criailv *~ 
Kuvi family viiJl bo unJikcOy to seel: ' 
'..«./i_ ,«y_rics in noirngcs for fear of f>irtJier publicising die 
scm-riiotw ^a^:u^e of th^ in^omnliion ao.TuIrtxl^ and b?caii3:2 the 
u.J extr.!nt t*^G vi.oJ.i^ Lions ciro known on.ly to the gaverrjr.ent 
Moreover, the f.Uo.s ^hcAv that the c^unu.ign against King dS 
.^cvx'd caur.i»tq him serious ard prolonged n’ental 

cncruish. ..,0 files reflect that the Bureau's action, etoecially 

-no mailinq 0.: the tooe, occasioned [ (b)( 7 )(C).,. 

......... I .inu prc)fession.tl fliscorri — all injuries tliat could 

oc oompan?.uble in a private danugs action urder 42 U.S.C. §1933.1^) 

On tl>o otlier liand, one can argue tliat in soite of the 
attonprs fo -^'.isf.r dit Or. King, his reputation in‘the cofinuaity 
dcur;jg.:d in any measurable way bv these actions. 

Jn the cr?n!v.ii.y, it might i>> tirgued that <iamage will occur only b/ • 
pu,^ licly riiisinu tJie King file through a continuation of tJi’s 
.tnvestigation. S/fu.) 



’y ^-b’ ‘5 roison, the Chief of the CrirainaJ Section, 
*'-'toit A. .-^irony, rrvcetiivjvls against further inquiry by Task Force 
or .'‘dvisory C^virattee. 



lisussie 
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Under cijrc^*jnr.t.anco*=;/ J suqgcst: that it is proper 

for t^o Ta^;k Fc^cc' ervJ AiH '*.or/ f'cxr.Mlttoe to consider feasibility 
and proprietv of <.'o:ii}-H.*n‘ 2 at Lnq King's sur ‘/Ivors or, i/erliaps with 
their concurrence, the King Foorxlation. This could be accomplished 
ei^d'*er by di_r(x:t |xivitx?nt or <•. private bill. Precedent for such 
corrpejisation exists in tho s(*ttlenont of th»?^ CfA's case involving 
the LSD exrx'Tri.m'nts, arni in cases involvi ng unauthorized dissemina- 
tion of ir^fotmition by the Bureau. Contrary debate is also 
occurrincT with ro'jaid to a private !u.li to condensate victims 
of the Wbur'drd Knw Passacre. If this issue is made a part of the 
Task Force* ’c. ard Advisc^ry Corrmit. tee's charter, they should consider 
all factors, lor evd against, atxl rocCTjrtuYl accordingly.^; 



J. Stanley Pottin<tcr 




TVssisUirit Atloniey 0 ‘iK*rai 
Civil lUghLs Division 
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X. v>r?/JDUCTION 



rurr.uant to the directluu oT Moveml'ier 24, 1975 of the 
Attorney Central, a review was i.yiclertaken of the files of the 
Departntent and the FP.I that p.Ttaln to Martin l,uther King, Jr. 
T':c. pvtrposf^ ol f b*.* a>‘vIc*v ? o r/.o!u* *t t » »>.i oo aa t:o 

\/ne^at‘r th^- lnr/i^.st:l;car Ion of rfu* :iss )*••••; i a:.: lua of i'»r. King 

should !>e roontMHr?iU On l)fc‘c;.*iiiber 1, ycai ».• iabuiral.cii on l:be 

Atfiornt^y Geaiirai’i; dirc*ctipji nod set am ;',oals .^rior ehe review 

the nnswerlno; of tvo c/ue.stioos: (.U) 



1) What action, if vns undertaken by 

the FBI x^hlch had or may have, had an 
effnct, direct or indirect, on the 
assassination of Martin T>uther /.In’?? f u'N 

2) What .action, if .'my, was uadcctaken by 
tht; )'RI which had or »nay havi* had any 
othpr adverse effect, dii'ect or indirect, 
on Martin huther KinK?^y) 



At various times you, Mr. Tomer and /. participated in the 
T-c.'/iew. X c-ftw nothing in the files that X read th.'^t indicates •' 
.•my involvement of the J/ui in the assassination of Or. ICIng. I 
I'owever, there was a c2;fiDa.L;'.n In/ the nvd i:o diser.'uli: and to I 

rienCraiize hr. '•'.bag and ’.;.■) v.-.’iuve h.i.n irii.n .i it.etb.rshi.p role 1 

in che civil righcs i■l^O'/^••nent. ■i.‘hrre are '.isany e::arnp?es of 
h.nnropi'r FHT Ivit^/ the.t ’.■•.•rr .'ir/ct'.-' :i''.ainr.t iir. Xing, 
his .'.ssociates .ind th.e :;ou'i:hi‘m Christl m Lcadershi'J Conference > 
(.SCLC). Co) ‘ ' 

. jr. j . Vx / bG g 'V 



'•V/ 

M 

< •*( 

. ‘ \ 



Y.A.' I ‘ ‘ 

^ r' ’’ 

O...C. i.i.'a’'-'' 






Typed on: i 

Cl.as.sified fra: ij-fjpg 






l.tMOlPMiTC... 



Authority: p-.o 

■' 1^70 

>iP'.a,ant to ;ct r.r.H. i.nrt ifxn«: ot thin, rlocumont. are 

'’A.V ,V,/..//g;. .r .V*^ :>V Xa.vVrr /V.;,;, ^ / 
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II. 
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’i;hr .''’.-st in our review was to find out the extent 

oC i;-.;.-.:’au'r: '‘ilos on Or. I'in;', lits family, os.*ioclates and 

relv.*v.'’.n\: r.r[',o.r t tons . Ue lerimei! chat the relevant files are 
volu;ninous . <^or r-nomplv, at FCI Headquarters the Eo-called 
neourity invasttr.ation of Dr. Kin;» consists of 94 sections or 
volar.'**; , roupri*; Lo.**; 39^7 sori.iis (Detnovrp.da) ; fil.sr on GGLC coti-* 
sist of 'lO& section9 of 1’2*^9 serials; files captiorisd Cornmunist 
Influence in ilec-’.al M.atters consist of 1.62 sections of 3767 
serials; files captic.ned Coi.nuinist P.arty, USA - Kegi'o Question 
consirt of 49 sections of 22.94 .scr5.als; files on the assassina- 
tion invest t ion consl.st of .94 sect.i.jn.s of 6003 serials; files 
on Mrs. Kin" consist of throe section.^ of 75 serials; fli es on 
_(^dcJ otcd pursuant to 5 Ih S . C . 5 5 ILClO_(7J^ • 



of b> 



kius-^r" 



.)'''There are more files on moni'i associates 



There are more FBI fl.les in tVie various field of.fices. 
For ernmelo, the Atlanta file of the oociirity xnvc.stigatlon of 
Cr. Kin*; co:isir,tn of 30 fiodtlons c£ 8321 .serials; the Meojphis 
flic c.C the a.scassiuacion liivcsti"ation c.onsiuKz of 1.20 sec- 



,.ticns sf .349?. 



Ideieted pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 5552(b)(7)(C)] 

— r" ■ 



Therir files ^ ::ct r*bcvct, auch 

as •'au.bfilcs*' - '-.-ualiy r.c-.;sclips , and "Jv.r.c" file's - ueua}!-' 

r(i!5V-'*rdi-Tt>x fclci'oprionp o.*r 

Addirionaliy, there are ruj-e files vith hundreds r.-sre sections 
.in the Department itself '.vh’.ch consist pricvarily of tfnat the 
FBI has provided ant' \jhloh. therefore, are sanitii:cd and not as 
in.forrjativo as the FBI's flics. 

Prior tc readii-." any files, we net wltn those tr.eaibers 
of the sta.ff of th-a Cliurch Cutirrllttee. who had be*on working fo.c 
.several \ronthr. on matters relating to Dr. Kio.g. 3'hey advised 
us that the;/ h.'^d fovjid noching to implicate th*.* Bureau in 
Dr. King’s dc.ath. As they put it, they had found no smoking 



Uiib. 
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pistol". However they had found evidence of the Bureau's cam- 
paign against Dr. King and, through public testimony, have 
already publicized that fact. On Monday, March 22, I read the 
draft of the Committee's report dealing with this matter. 

It was obvious that existing staff and other workload 
did not permit us to read all of the FBI's files that relate 
to Dr. King, so It was determined to concentrate In three areas. 
You satisfied yourself that the FBI's written reports of mlcro- 

) 



a legitimate basis for the FBI's security Investigation of Dr. 
King. Mr. Turner also read about the first half dozen sections 
of the security Investigation of Dr. King. I read those sec- 
tions of the security Investigation from where Mr. Turner left 
off through February 1965, and from December 1967 through June 
1968. I also read the first ten sections, as well as several 
others randomly selected, of the assassination Investigation. 

In addition, I have read some of the Department's files and 
several other Bureau documents relating to Dr. King, Including 
all which were held in either Mr. Hoover's Official and Confi- 
dential files or those presently held In Mr, Deegan's office. 

As already mentioned, I also read the draft report of the Church 
Committee. (See attached Report Exhibit for an outline of that 
report). No Interviews were conducted by us. 
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CLASSIFIED: EXEI-IPT UNDER (b)(1) 



On October 10, 1963 Attorney General Kennedy approved 
the. rerjuest on a trial baci-G (ha also approved a tesur on SCLC 
in New Yor’.c City at the same t?.ine; on October 21, hs approved 
one on SCLC in Atlanta) saying to continue it if productive 
resultc and aslci.rA>; to be advised If pertinent information dc^ •. 
ve3.oned on cornuunist connections > Attorney General Kennedy 
had expressed c'^ncem about a tap on King's heme ftoin a secu- 
rity standpoint. He told,. Evans, "the last: thing we cou?wd 
affor-'i to have would be a discovery of a wiretap cn King's 
re.sidoi)oe". After receiv.ing Evans' as.surance of security, 
Kennedy said that he recognized the importance of coverage if 
substcnti.al i.nformation was to be developed about the relation- 
sluLp between K-lng and the Ccrrrcunist Party. Although the file- 
the coverage was co be evaluated after 30 days because 
o.f Kennedy's uncertainty abot^t it, there is no record that the 
hureau ever went back to the Attorney General for approval or 
tluit Kennedy inouired about the results. Howei»^er bis brother ■ ' 
was rissa.ssinatod .^oon after the 30 day evaluation was cem- 
plated. The evaluation was internal and it resulted in c 90'.;.. 
d.ay oxtensTon, largely' because of info'*naticn obtained that v,!- 

h.tvl nothiizg to do with coan\inist influence, for example, • 

[deleted-* (b) (7) (C) . . . ] SCLC finances and King's travel pIaiTtfr(u.) 



Bureau records indicate that seven wiretaps and sixteen 
ni.crophones were used against King or SCLC over a two year 
period ■ 



• • ‘ .?:• ' 
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IMr ctno i^urvcillnnce of Dr. 



Klr.V' the SCLC 



Lccirtica 


Installed 


icing’s home 


11/8/63 


New York City nparttr.ent 


8/14/64 


Hyatt House, Los /vngeles 


4/24/64 


Hyatt I’.ouso, Los Angeles 


7/7/64 


Claridge Hotel., 
Atlantic City 


8/2.2/64 


SCLC, Atlanta 


11/8/63 


SCLC, New York 


10/24/63 




7/31/64 


K5.cror,Vicne Surve 


illance of Dr 



Locat j -on. 



nlscontir.uad 

4/30/65 

9/0/64 

4/26/64 

7/9/64 

8/27/64 

6/21/65 

1/24/64 

7 / 31 / 64 ^^ 

H • 

K5.r.?.: Jan. 64-Nov. 65 
Installed 



W5.nard Hotel, Washinp;ton, D.C. 
Shi’oeclet Hotel, Milwaukee 
.ililtoa Hawaiian x^’illaga. Honolulu 
' Ambani-ador Hotel, Los Ar.rjeles 
Uyatt Hov".c, Los Anp;eles 
GtaClet Hotel, Detroit 

Motel, f^aox’afonccj 
Uyatt House Motel, Los Ab.fe^les 
;*->r.gai* Hotel, Savannah 
Fark Slicraton, Hev York 
AraericatJ.a Hotel, Nev; ^ork 
pai-k Sheraton, Hew York 
Shei-aton Atlantic, New York 
As tor Hotel, New York 
New York Hilton, New York 
Ataerice-ne. Hotel, New York 



1/5/64 

1/27/64 

Z/18/64 

2/20/64 

2/22/64 

3/19/64 

4/23/64 

7/7/64 

9/28/64 

1/0/C5 

1/23/ 65 

3/29/65 

5/12/65 

10/14/65 

10/26/65 

11/29/65 
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TOP SECRET 



CfJ^SSIFlED: TOP SECRET EXEMPT- (b) (1) 





TOP SECRET.... EXEMPT- (b)(1) 



.(T^> 




CIASSIFIED: TOP SECRET- EXEMPT- (b) (1) 






Rctuniinp. wO Daceniber 1963 the nurcim learned through 
o''<* of the taps that King was goitig to raent with President 
Johnr.oi'. !foovcr approved sending to the V/htte House the irono- 
f'raph abouc King that had been previously disseminated but re- 
called by Actomey General Kennedy. Hoover did not advise the 
Attonicy General of his ip.te.at3.on. In fact» for Gor.’.e tians 
Tfeo’" ?rcs5.c’er.t Kennedy's assasslnatj.on, Hoover cccmunicatnd 
directly v'5.th the White House and did 
Attorney General of vjhat ha was doing 
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King was photographed by the j;M 




with the notation, "not now" 

In Los AnKeles wit h an a ide 

L»^ 

A proposal was made to try and (Mass.) 

college and Yale University from awarding Jonora^ ^2 told Jo 
icinv Kine's tax returns were analyzed. New Yorfc was colo to 

Slierfto friction between two black 

In April 1964, DeLoach briefed Senator Sal tws tall (Mass.) 
and SnrinKfield College President Glenn Olds (now Presiden 
:? ««ru„Sers!ty) about King in ax. --cce^ful effort 

^o nT-Avent the awarding of an honorary degree. Also in April 
josLh Alsop published the article concerning ^"8. com™^ 

S"Ltiona! Ld Hoo«r's ianu^ test^^^^^ 

«irh rLlal probuna^ 



•*7C. 
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CLASSIFIED: SECRET EXETIPT _ 5 USC 5552(b)(1) 



On April 23, 196A Sullivan authorized a misur on King 
in Los \n"eies and one in Sncranento. Also in April Hoover 
anprcved ‘^ennitting the State Departnicnf s Bureau of Intclli- 
veLc and Research to read the "recalled" monograpn about l^ng. 

The Vhit- house and Attorney General were told that King, in 
1 nca- iutoxicated state, said he was going Co S® c>n a hunger 
-trike D.C. and die. unless the. Civil Rights Bill was passed. 
Attorney General Kennedy was advi.scd that King had refused to 
debate Falco.lTu X. King confused tha Director when, ro. untoown 
-eascps, he had his secretary ad\jise the FPI he iws going to 
;,-ve a -poech in the Philadelphia area. Apparently this was 
Se first: ti;ns Xing had told the Bureau of his p..aus and tne 
L\vcctor wanted to Icnow why. _ la later ruonChs and years, lo.n„ 
us'ually told the Bureau of his travel plans ^(a.) 

The pace of Bureau activity concecning King then seeins 

to hav-^ sleekened for a fev/ month.s. In fact, in May 19 i- ^ 

.% told to leave perfioiiu.i. uiater^ax auouc 

onlv in incra- .Bureau cotntRunications and not in ..nythl -o 
cS ;;.ghL be dls.endnated. However, the. Hew tor.c orfic.e w.. 

canvr.ss New York banks to find any accv.-n^.>^c-^ ^ 

-a' ’ prof-'lc of King was prepared in ..ay a— ^ 

the iuscif icetien for keeping K.r.g in .,c..---^n .. ^ ^ 

Tc-dt- because of "sub*, act’s position as Presideat 
hrccntinucs to be controlled by 

the. profile originall-y contained a statement th-t Xing ... 
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In May 196A King repeated an °Lial 

FBI's conceni with cccaiunist influence on i 



SECRET 





miarters for a tesur at a New York City apartment where King 
would be staying. He had tesurs placed on him at the Democra- 
tic Convention in Atlantic City in August. Mlsurs were authorized 
but not installed because of time problems. Electronic surveil- 
lance of the Convention was ^despread and the results were re- 
ported to the White House. 
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Attorney General Kennedy resigned in September and he 
gave Courtney Evans the material about King's hotel activities 
provided him on two earlier occasions by the FBI. Kennedy did 
not want the material in Department of Justice files and he 
recommended that the FBI destroy it. Hoover refused to do so 
and directed that it be retained in a secure location. 
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Rights Act had been passed. He said that 

meet with King. King said that the matter could be discussed 
in a forthcoming meeting in New York and that, "... after the 
election. It would be a new situation”. The White House and 
Acting Attorney General were advised of this infoirmatlon.Qc)^ 












On November 6, 1964 _Headguarter^^en^a memo to Atlanta 
which indicated that 

formant. By November 10^theBurea\^?asconcerned wlrh_King__s_ 
upcoming trip to Oslo to receive the_Nobel_prlz^ ^ 







Information about 

was classified SEC^; classi- 
fied TOP SECRET. CSOuL, kit 



On November 12 Information was given to thel 
ffij^Sln the hope that_ the paper wou ld expose King' 
andprospectlve 9 
Nothing happenedu 
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The State Department asked for security information about 
King because of the Oslo trip. On November 13, in a memo to 
the Deputy *ec^e^aT.^ s«»oretarv of State for Security, the Bureau 

discussed 



T-ondon was told to advise the U.S. Ambassadors to 
England and Norway of King’s backgrotind In an .effo^^^_^ore-,. 
stall embassy receptions for King. 00 ■ %: - 

On November 16, 1964, a memo was prepared which pulled_ 
together recent information indicating "further evidences of 
the influences in high places 'Which Martin Luther King, Jr., 
and his associates are able to wield.” On the 18th, Hoover (v») 
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him he hod no controverr.y wich Hoover: that ha did not want to 

become involved in any con.j:rovcriiy with Hoover; that 

bo. a “.fool" to bocoTiie no. involved; and that he would, ther-.-Oi. , 

avoid press conferences 

On December 4; 1964 Wachtel told King that Kelson 
RockefoiXer micht contribute .$250,00 .to King and that Rocliefellcr 
had invited King Co lunch. On December 11, headquarters sent 
material to Albany for former SAC Cornelius to brief Rockefeller 
about King’s background. This action revealed that the Bureau 
had not changed its attitude about King as a result of Kin^ s 
meeting Hoover.^) 

Also on December 4, 1964, Moyers called DeLoach and 
said tha^ ho. and the President f?lt that an updated 1^ page 
monograph on King should be disseminated to appropriate govern- 
ment officials if it x^as in the interest of internal security. 

It had been .sent to the White House about txjo x^ee’^s previous-y 
with a request that Moyers advise whether it should be oi-ssemi- 
nated. It xvras sent to Justice, State and Defense Departments , . 

CIA. USI.\, and miUtavy intelligence officers on Decemuer /. 

On Decc;«ibor 10. after Hoover aoproved it, DeLoaco. hr. in ‘Mi 
members of th.e baptist: World Alliance about I^ing a backgro^.i 
1.TX ?.n effort to .forestall an invitation for K.j.ng to spe-k ,..o 
Dnbcach h.sd gixren a similar briefing siv^mc-ncha 
earlier to tha Associate Ceae.ral Secretary of tlic Alliance. 
Hoover h.xd disapproved a proposal to permit the ^‘" 2 soc?.at^ 
GenerdLl Secretary and another to liste’- co cape.s o,. . . .. 

On December 10, 1964 Wachtel advised King that xAttomey 
Gcnpr.iT Kataanbach had called Jack Greenberg of Che 
• Legal Defetx.se Fund to discuss “clearing” some one for the . . 

Fifth Circuit, King said he would back whomever ureen 
wanted. Hoover xv^roce cn Che memo: ’’Ihis xs shoc.cing • 
infonnation x;ax fomvarded to the VIhite House and the -t. 

Attorney Gcneraj. 
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Cn Januc*.ry .S , 1965 , Atl:inta advised Headquarters^ that 
ICiti.q uas hecomin?, nors and wore upset, that he blamed the FBI 
and felt hifi phone was tapped. On the same day a report was 
made nn the previously ordered review of King's writings and 
booksl.n an effort to detect possible coinr.unis.t influence. 

The conclus?.on was that there x^ere certain parallels out tio 
casual link. On January 6, New York was directed to dis- 
cr-e-tiy cover King in New York by physical and electronic 
surveillance, beca’a.so he might meet a x^ovnan there. The memo 
indicated, "secv.ricy is paramount". Also on the sixth the 
SAC 'n Atlanta called the Bureau and reported that the wire - 
taps’indicated thac King was verv nervous and upset and x^as 
no*- sleeping x:ell. He believed 'the Bureau had his' phone - ^ 
raiped. King said a tape and letter x;hich referred to the 



sent to his home and his wife had read the letter. King 

said: "They are out to break me". The SAC lcnex7 nothing of 
the tape. King said in a tapped conversation that he needed 
to talk x/ith Hoover or DeLcach.^J , 

Th** sr.-cnllecl-(k)C-/)(0 . ■ had actually been, mailed 5.n 

lafc<- November .196A bv Lish Whitron, a former agent x-jho rlew ^ 
to Fiorlda At Sullivan' R instrxxctioi'.s. Sull-ivan had previously 

roior. . . Chy-rycy J to keep the microphone tapes together. 

I'tiilllr.a x.-aa told to givd soma o.C the tapes to John >:at.er o.. 

the lac. Ke no'w thinks he 

*Jhen Matter returned the. tapes, t..are 

c’ompo'5ite a-’ded.’ Sullivan had ['<:blCT)C03 F.et him non-xvaterraar.ced 
s?at-cncr-.'. S-.xlUvan took the canes and the stationei-y and 
later gava [(b)C7>A)3 ^ package to deliver to IJhitson-^ The tape 
Xvas accomuauiect by a letter advising King that 

. . . . . . <LV>C-30CO , * ’ * 1 j 

Apparently K.ixxg did not listen to the tape until he ^ 

from Oslo. His wife, is supposed to have listened uo i*. 
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On January 0, .l.yviS, y\tlaM:a advised Headquarters and 
Nev; vork that Kinp. had beer, resting at a house and cnly about 
two neople laaew about it. hliiie he was sleeping L^«_(b) (7) (C) . . ] 
itre trucks arrived but there was no fire. King believed 
the KBI cent the tirucks. He believed that either the FBI or 
the Ceoi-gi^ Bureau of Investigation v;as tapping his phone. Ke 
said that Abernathy had received anon^sivous calls. He talked 
about the tape that had been nailed and v/anted Young and 
Aberx'.athy to see Hoover. "Thay are out to get me, harass me, 
break my spirit." He Sevid that they must go to Hoover as 
there just wasn't any privacy, "\vliat I do is only between me 
and my God.'f_6«.^ 



On January 7, 1905, an internal FBI aemo prqposed that 
letters be sent to the l/liite House and the Acting Attorney 
General about King's condition. The memo referred to the taps, 
haras.sirtc.ut and a fortUcoiniug meeting between King and the Direc- 
tor. The letters v/ere sent to the Ifnite House and the Acting 
Attorney GetieraL on the eighth but they mentioned only King's 

becoadug emotionally vipset, his vise of medication, I 
(b) (7) (C) 



1 



•ji;h.ere w’as no mentior. of~ the taps and harassment. 



At about this time, an aide of King's called Cougresoman 
Dipgs av:d asked for advice about how to deal with Hoover. Diggs 
ouc'-ested sroir.c Hoover with ministers and tell.lng Hivi that 
the^.duj*eau’s harassment of King was immoral. Trie Bureau noted 
that Biggs referred to Hoover as "old man" and "Big Daddy", 
and mentioned the c:cis fence o.f Hoover's files. Hoover wrote: 
"And I thought DeLcech had conmitmenu from Wilkins and Fanner 
that King v:ould cease any further attacks on FBI. Yet King is 
sneer heading this present agitation against 
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jp.mi 3 .ry R, 1.965 » Youm» called DsLoach and requested a 
mcetips v.’ith I'.oover or DeLonch. It w.as set for Janu.ary 11. 
DeLoPCh told r'ohr rhat Youiv.' vrould be told on the eleventh 
that the Director v.'e.s o*.it. He suggested th.et he and Leinbaugh 
TTieet \/.lth YounM.- Hoover .approved. Leinbaugh w.as the origina- 
tor of the Lorraine, rlotel COINTZLPRO activity ,(U) 

0i\ January 7, 1965, a report from two NAACP contacts 
in MciTiphl-s said Sing [ «_»jCh) (7) (C) 

T7] These 
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*c^iTTiJ.cts'h\’eire "b’eiiig developed as part of an, FBI program, L 2 .<a.ison 
x^ith Groups Soonsoring Integration". On the same day. Head- . 
quarters received, a report of checks drawn on King’s New York 
bank in November 1964. (G) 



Januars' S, 1965, Milton Jones of the FBI gave DeT.oach 
an Italian inagazi.ne article about King's trip to Europe. The 
article is ver>' racist in tone; the editor of the magaerne 
had been a Fascist. It v;as read by Hoover. Jones forx;arded 
the article with a note: "It appears the article... conca/.ns 
.e.xcellent Pub.'. i.c source mptcrla) fo** our contPcCs in th>s 

* country who woul.d be interested in the true background of Marti.n 

T,vxtker King-"^^x , 

Joseph Jisoo advised Sullivan on January S that he hac. ^ 
authcrired misuro 5.n King’s and Young’s hotel rcoc.s 3.n -dew York. 
On the tenth a three page nemorandura wns preparea rrcTn cne pro- 
ducts o-f tno mictophonos. ■•'Ting, and perhaps Young ana Beruaoa 
Lee an SCLC aide, dlsctiss phone taps and iufortriat.--on t. e ure 
had ’and how DeLoach and Hoover should bo. .ipproached . Some non- 

• tion. was made of Joe Rauh and the Bureau characterized him a. 
beinr ai:.soci.ated with coTiTnuriis t causes and as bexng cr:.t.^c 

of the Bureau. The bugs also recorded King 

maiiin<» of the tape as, "God’s out to get you , and as a warn- 
ing furoia God that King had not been living up to 
kiitics in relation to the role in xvhich history had cast him. 
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rue.TPJ'J abou 

V''ounf\. !^t*7^oac:a ^ u « 

had to t ake! ow^r tl\^ convarsation. liouh were saxd to be un- 
r*bIe'co b':ix\-y cht-mselves to calk directly about Kins s personal 
I'^re bv” ’"CO*" alluding to it. DeLoach took obvrous delight 
in their discomfort. \^.an Young asked what could be done to 
i'’"oret*c SCLC from corjtiunist infiltration, DeLoach told him o 
S'o to"!nJAC for information because FRI files were contrdential. 
On at ?.ci-.st two other points, DcLo ach li ed to tnem; he told 
Abo.mathy rAiat SCLC’s funds were of no concern to tne FBI; and, 
he said the FBI had taken no action on rumors regarding Kitio i> 

persor.al life . - 

on Jannary 12, 1065. ]..«)(0> discussed a mast- 

bad attended x>?ita Kin?; and others co talic about 

Al.so on the t\;clt‘th a proposal was made to attempt 



Ills s Is s 5.ppl • 



*-”o stop St. Peter's College from giving King nn honorary aegre-. 
The idea was scrapped because the FBI ^ 

St. Peter's well enough. (b)(7)(C)...- 




to get Ki-ng out of tlie Civil Rights movement. He said he had 
Vi/>^n AdLni Stevenson, Bill Moyers, Ralph * 

a;rda?iy Asiiia abouc Ic. Hoover send a leader forvardeng 
McGill’s views to President Johnson./^) 
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On Jantiary 25 » 1965, Atlanta requested a 90 day extension 
of the mlsur on King's house. On the twenty -sixth, Sizoo advised 
Sullivan he had authorized misurs of King for two days at a 
hotel in New York because of the potential for developing intelli> 
gence information. 

Selected memoranda between February 1965 and December 
1967 indicated that the Bureau continued its campaign to discre- 
dit and neutralize King. In February 1965 Atlanta was repri- 
manded for not forwarding Information about King quickly enough. 

In February the Bureau proposed to seek Cardinal Spellman's help 
in preventing the Davenport, Iowa Catholic Inter-racial Council 
from giving King an award. Hoover said no. But in March, Gov. 
Volpe of Massachusetts was briefed by the FBI about King's back- 
groxmd in an effort to tone down "Martin Luther King Day". 

F. Early 1967-1968 

The primary concerns of the Bureau relating to Dr. King 
at this time were his anti-Viet Nam statements and his planned 
Washington Spring Project which later became the Poor People's 
Campaign. On December 7, 1967 the Bureau alerted various field 
offices and told them to develop ghetto informants, if they 
had none, and to report weekly on plans for the Project. On 
December 20, 1967 an updated monograph of King was prepared. 

It contained mainl y old information, adding to It 




about Viet Nam and the Spring Project 



atements 



In December 1967,- King was preparing a 'taped series of 
lectures for Canadian radio. The Director instructed the Legat 
in Ottawa to determine who made the arrangements, including 
financing, for the series. Jhe Justification was to find the 
source of funds to finance a "new program... of massive civil 
disobedience demonstrations which may result in riots". The 
Director was referring to the Spring Project 'in \diich King had 
threatened continuing demonstrations .until Congress passed a 
program designed to help blacks 







On Januar-^ 3, 1968 Attorney General Ramsay Clark turned 
T "ureau renuest to tap 3CLC. In January Senator Robert 
Byrd "s'D-W.Vn.) actemptcd to enlist DcLoach’s assistance in p^e- 
ulSr;. a ;peecb for »yrd to deliver in Congress to help King 
meet iks •’Waterloo” before' tbe Spring Project. Dej^oacn rerused. 
Other January moaios dealt principally with the Project, (u) 

Tn February 1963, the Bureau learned that King had met 
4n unsh^n-on H R^lnh Brom and Stokely Carmichael to 

dLcu's th^ ?rojoct King was angry that the two might attempt 
<llscu..o c ^ j Fobruarv 20, 1968, at the request of 

tL White Rouse, “the Bureau intervie^ved a ^s^hall player. 

The ball player apparently had no respect for King, 









Hoover app^anojhcr^u^^^ 

“<<'’ro'EOve?;;^en/o££icials’beJore the Spring Project to r^nd 
thM or "the vholly disreputable the 
also recoartiendad and approved to ‘7 * . . . 7 
Attorney General of the involvement ’receiving in 
'■Jr th« P-oiect to show "the conmunisL he^ King is recc o 



p-^ojecT: t:o snow ^ 

proposed Washington Spring Projcct''.(u.; 



hxi 

o- 20, 1968, Hoover approved brief ir.g Cardinal 

%fn-ch 21, the Biractor sent an Crg-t.- 
SeVtirfic^s re.l„di^ 

instructions concerning the Project. On . 

was advised by the Bureau that Robert Kennedy ( - * ' ^ , 

attempted to contact King before he dissemi- 

Th- nc-t day an updated 39 page monograph abov. Kin raising 

nated and .(b)(7)(C0^as overheard^ discussing pUns c..d >u . 

for the Project. .. • •'• ' ' - . 

On t<arrh 23, 1968, Dr. King led a march in llcmr^iis, m 
s„pport°:r-rtilUln^ ptrltatlcn .orUert. J- t=rfro. the 
Iref 'to rlSd^Ina “ /collW^KO ectlvlty, Poover approved 
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seo.dinj» the* ful lowing luCormaticn to -'friendly" news media; 

Martin huther Xxn?, injected himself 
into the strike in Meniphis . . . and the 
result of Kind's famous espousal of 
nonviolence was vandalism, looting and 
riot. . 

Previously, King involved himself 
in this strike, called for a general 
strike, and called for a mass march. 

Today he led the mass march in an 
attfcomobilc at the head of the line. 

Negroes began shouting 'black power' 
and trouble began. King, apparently 
unablf?. or unwilling to control the 
marchoro , absented himself from the 
scene; window breaking and looting 
broke out. ■' ' 

* * * 






Memphis may only be the prelude ... • 

to the civil strife in our Nation's 
Capitol. 

On March 2v .and 50, 1968 King engaged in several overheard 
telephone conversations and meetings, -Ome with LQ*)n)CC)Jtp 
discus 5 the Memphis violence. He was e:ctr<^.eiy dejected and 
considered his imago and the image of nonviolence to have been 
adversely affected. TIic. press was critical. At first he con- 
sidered abandoning Msmnhis and the Spring Project; he considered 
a publ5.c fast. Aides feared for his safety if he re tunned tc 
Memphis. ..(b)(7) (cy-trongly urged him to go forward with hi.s^plaus. 
He told icing that he v;as not responsible for the violence or 
others. Fj.nally, after a Long meeting in Atlanta with his sta_f 
and (b)(7)(C) King decided to return to Memphis.^,; 
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On April 1, 1963, the Bur&su advised the I-Jhite House, 
but HOC Attorney General Clark, of a tapped discussion bst^-7san 
(h) (7) (C}..-ic!. uin'': concernrng the Presidential race betv.’cen Jo'onson 
Ker.r.udy and McCarthy. Oi'. xlpril 2, Attorney General Clark turned 
dov.n a request to tap SCLC in Atlanta and V.'asliington/u ) 



adverse effect on the Spring Project, particularly v;ith respect 
to fund raising. One, of course, concomed King's staying at 
the Holiday Ixm in Memphis. 

Kung was assassinated in Memphis on April 4, 1968. 
t(*»)OX<0jcontinued to give advice to Coretta King, Andrev? Young 
ax'd others. The B’.xreau continued their campaign against King 
by varlo'.xs periodic briefings designed to thwart declaring 
King's birthday a national tioliday. ) 
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